
Day of the Dead
The Day of the Dead, All Souls Day, is an o�cial holiday of the Catholic Calendar. All Souls Day is on November 2, following 
All Saints Day.

The choice of November 2 is traditionally attributed to St. Odilo, the �fth abbot of Cluny (city of France famous for the Abby), 
because he wanted to follow the example of Cluny in o�ering special prayers and singing the O�ce of the Dead on the day 
following the feast of All Saints.(63).

The day was founded to honor all the faithful departed and along with the o�erings and the O�ce of the Dead, there are 
three Requiem Masses that are said by the clergy to assist the souls from Purgatory to Heaven.

The modern view of death derives in part from Pre-Hispanic times. The Aztecs played a very important role in the develop-
ment of this tradition. Through their history this festival emerged as one of complexity and varied interpretations.

The Aztecs had various perceptions of their world. Perceptions as simplistic as a "�at disc" surrounded by water, to a toad 
�oating in a water-lily �lled sea. In this world were contained di�erent directions with various associated colors and symbols 
to each direction and level. One of the most important of these interpretations is that of the terms of a person's death.

The Aztecs believed that after a person died, his/her soul would pass through nine levels prior to their �nal destination, Mict-
lan - the place of the dead. They also believed that a person's destiny was founded at birth and that the soul of that person 
was dependent on the type of death rather than the type of life lead by that person. How a person died would also deter-
mine what region they would go to. Once they arrived to their speci�c region a person's soul would either await transforma-
tion or linger, awaiting the next destiny.

Two months of the Aztec calendar were devoted to the dead. The ninth month was dedicated to infants, and the tenth 
month included a great feast for dead adults.

The Spanish Conquest of 1521 brought about the fusion of Catholic attitudes and indigenous beliefs. The Day of the Dead 
was revealed as a result of amalgamation of Pre-Spanish Indian ritual beliefs and the imposed ritual and dogma of the 
Catholic church.
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